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Dear Teacher:

We are so pleased that you could ioin us at the Haranbee Pre-Kwanzaa,F estival this

year. We beliere that you made a Sreat choice offield trips for your sludents.' one that

wiltremainintheirmin.lsforyearstocome'Thisexperiencewillhopeful|yimpLctyouf'rii""-iL" 
fp"tiri"" way"ani inspire then ro leam more abour Kwanzaa and African

cuhure around the globe.

HPKF is an effective teaching tool because it reaches you g people through 'Lrious
-tr"t^.'1i 

""iliri*" 
tnem whlle teaching conceprs about family charac-ter' principled

tivine anl the negative a[fects o.f vioknlce arul drug and tobacco u.t.c' HP,K,F hclps to

tl^tttft t *^t" .iprA" aid accinplishmenr' The music is danceable and rhoughr

provoking and. ie encourage you to use it in your classroom' not only during pre'

Kwanzaa lessons, but \lso throughout the year'

This study guide contains lessons and activities to help stuLents unilerstand the purpose

of tni fioiroo ,"t"tration and to reinforce the leminology that was used during the

hoto-b"" ir"-K*.rzaa Festival. These activiries can e'tsily be adapted to ditferent

subject and grcde levels.

The first three pages dre for your reference and the final pages may be copied and given

io ylu, 
"tudent" 

i ,ompiete'or they may answer the questions on a separdte sheet '

KwanzruL is a holiday celebrated by Africans in Amefica from December 26h through

ianuary 1"' . h is basid on the agricukural celebrations of Africd and is a time for AJiican

DeoDle to celebrate achievements' commemorate the past' recommit to cultural ideals 1nd

to ielebrate the goorl

Kwanzaa was credted in 1966 by Dr' Mautana Karenga, ptafessor and chair of the

Depaimrent of Black Stutlies at Califomia State University 4t Long Beach'

It is importa t to note thdt Kwa zaa is a cu[tural holiilay, not a reLigious one' thus

availaile to ant) practiced by Africans of all religious faiths'

Thank you Jbr ur dedicated work with our children

Kwame Steve Cobb and Chavunduka



Ideas for Classroom Activities

. Have students draw a picture of their favorite scene in the show

. Allow the students to identify and discuss the characters and behaviors that
from the skit, Trarx,formation. LeL themrccreate the skit in the classroom

. Where rcsources permit, have the students research the history and purpose of
Kwanzaa

Leam to recite the Principles and their meanings

Listel to the songs ( Studerts will love to sing along at the show)

Purchase or make a Kwanzaa kit for your classroom (candleholder, candles,
unity cup, straw mat, ftuits and vegeiables and gifts (books and heritage
symbols)

Discuss harvest and how a non-agricultural society can have a ha est

Color a map of Africa emphasizing the East Alrican countries of Uganda,
Tanzania, Zambia and Kenya, where the language of KiSwahili is used

Read aloud the Stor) o/ Kwanzaa by SafishaMadhubuti, Third World Press

Have students make Kwanzaa cards. The cards can be their own design or a
design made by the teacher for the students to complete. Use colorful markers,
African fabric scraps, glitter, etc.

Use the last seven days ofschool before the holiday break to simulate the
Severt Days ol Kwanzaa. Do a candle lighting ritual each day ard discuss the
principle of the day.

Have students plan a Kwanzaa party for the seventh day and invite someone
from their family.

Students can decorate with red, black and green stueame$, balloons, flags
They can make room oiraments including masks, African drums, ankhs
(the ancient Egyptian syrnbol of iife) and other African-inspired crafts.
They can also make and send invitations

Make a Kwanzaabanner. Every studenl can sign thefu name and lisl their
goals and commitrnents for the New Year.

Have students iesearch their family history and create a family t.ee

Have the students design a holiday for their own family. They should include
the following information: purpose; date or time of year; symbols and colors;
how it is celebrated; music; food; rituals; who should be present



Pronunciation Guide

Kwonzdo (QUAN-zoh) - First Fruits

Horombee (hah-RAHM-BAY-ay) - Pull Togelher

Nguzo Scbo (n-GQO-zo SAH-boh) - Seven Principles

Umojo (oo-MO-joh) - Unity

Kujichagulio (KOO-jee-cho-goo-LEE-qh) - Self -Deierminotion

Ujimo (oo-JEE-mah) - Collective Work ond ResPonsibiliiy

Ujomoo (oo-joh-MAAH) - Cooperotive Economics

Nio (NEE-oh) - Purpose

Kuumba (koo-OOM-boh) - Creotivity

Imqni (ee-MAH-nee) - Foith

Asqnte sqno (Ah-SAHN-toy SA- noh)- Thcnk you very much

Reading List
Madhubuti, Safisha. 7re Story of Kwan2aa, Chicago: Third World Press
Pickney, An&ea. Seren Cand.les for Kwanzaa, New York: Dial Books, 1993

Internet Resources
s ww.cobbal l .cotn
www-ilskwanzaatime.com
etemusic.com
www.melanet,com

Other Resources
Chbago
Afrocent c Bookstore 333 S. State SI. (312) 939-1956
underground Bookstore l'727 E 81'h *. Q73) 168-8869
safari Marketplace 1403w. llfist. (713) 233-830'7



Deor Studentr

We are so glod thqt you come fo the Horombee Pre-Kwonzoo Festivol this yecr.

We hqd q greot'fime ond hope that you were insPired to learn more oboul
Kwanzoo ond Africon culture oround the world.

ne
ur

ou nono on To leorned ded t
r

Kwonzoo is o celebration of fomily, community and culture lt is celebroied each
yeor from December - through Jcnuary -. Kwonzoo is o time for goihering
togethef, sharing time with our fomilies, celebroting ihe good in our lives ond
plonning for tha futura. It is a joyful cnd peoceful fime.

Kwonzqo is bosed on the harvest celebrotions of Africo. fl was creoted in 19-
by Dr. Maulono Korengo. Dr. Korenga is professor ond choirperson of the

Deportment of Block Studias at Colifornio Siote University oi Long Beoch. Dr.
Korengo believes ihot in ordar for Africon people io live better lives, we must
focus on fhe importcni ihings in lifa, like voluas and principles.

. Plilgiplga ore ihe rules ihot wa live by.

. Vqlues oralhe things lhat ore importont to us or things thot we volue.

Mony of the words you heard during the Harambee Pre-Kwonzao Festivol dre in
the longuoge of , which is spoken in Eost Africo. Two countries where
Ki5wohili is spoken ore Kenyo and Tonzonio.

Nguzo Sobo is o KiSwohili term thoi rneqns Seven Principles. These arej lhe
principles thot Kwonzoo is based on. Do you remember whot they meon? Write
the meanino next to the Ki5wohili woro.

Umojo meons
Kujichogulio means
Ujima meons
Ujcmqq meons
Nia meons
Kuumbo meons
fmoni meqns

in the



Answer the questions on this poqe. Think obout whot you heqrd ond sow ot the
Horqmbee Pre-Kwonzoo Fesiivql.

Ancestors
Whot is on oncestor?

Did you recogniza ony of the qncestors projecled during ihe Tronsformation
scena? Nche them hene:

Who ana some of your personol oncesfors? Do you onything obout their lives?
(Where did they live? Whot type of work did they do?)

Why ore ancesiors importqniz

Lonouoqe
Nome one Africon longuoge ond the counlry or countries in which it is spoken?

Why ore so many different longuoges spoken in Africa?

Why do most Americon-born Africans speok only one language?

Principles and Volues
Umojo meons uniiy. Which person in history do you think ambodies the principle of
uniiy the best? Why?

Who in your own fomily embodies or proclices the principle of unity best? Why?

How is unity in ones fomily ond communify offected by clcohol, tobacco or other
druos2

Whot meoning did you get from the Tronsformqtion skit?

Whot volues or principles did the youth octors exhibit2

Whot did the doncer reDresent?



Color this map of Africa bY numbers

1=Red
2 = Black
3 = Green
The colors of the flag of
U.N.I.A. and Marcus Garvey.

The word I see is

1A

which means !e!!L
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Color this beautiful kinara
and mishumaa saba (seven candles)'

@ 1 994 Cobbala Produclions


